CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

that Christianity was but one of many very
similar and intelligible religions, and thus
inevitably conceived the idea of a pure and
natural religious system fundamental to all
others. Judaism and Christianity were the
only religions which forced themselves
upon Muhammed's consciousness and with
the general characteristics of which he was
acquainted. He never read any part of the
Old or New Testament: his references to
Christianity show that his knowledge of the
Bible was derived from hearsay and that his
informants were not representative of the
great religious sects: Muhammed's ac-
count of Jesus and His work, as given in
the Qoran, is based upon the apocryphal
accretions which grew round the Christian
doctrine.

When Muhammed proceeded to compare
the great religions of the Old and New
Testaments with the superficial pietism of
his own compatriots, he was especially im-